
WEEK 1 | 10/13 + 16
“Desires Fulfilled”

PROVERBS 13:12
Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.
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Message Notes:

Big Idea:
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Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 
- Proverbs 13:12

SCRIPTURE MEMORY

Read Proverbs 13:12. Highlight words or phrases that stand out to you. What drew you to these 
words and why?

Write about a desire in your life that was fulfilled and/or a hope that was deferred. How did it mark 
your life?

Read through the following passages and write what the person in the passage was hoping in that 
was left unfulfilled:
 Genesis 3:1-7 ________________________  (to be like God)
 Genesis 25:29-34 __________________________ (birthright)
 Acts 5:1-11 _________________________ (money)

Read Philippians 3:7-8. How does the gospel change what we desire?

How is Jesus calling you to go deeper with him this week?

Before starting this study, take a moment to sit quietly before the Lord. Open your 
Bible, clear your mind, and focus your thoughts on him.

Repent of seeking other desires over him.
Thank him for fulfilling our true heart’s desire in Jesus.
Ask him to help your life reflect him as your deepest desire.

TAKE TIME TO PRAY
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Read through Proverbs 13:12 together, share anything God is revealing to you through personal 
study or the sermon. 

What stood out to you from the sermon and/or study this week?

Share briefl y about a desire in your life that was fulfi lled or a hope that was deferred. How did it 
mark your life?

What are the diff erences between hope in Christ and worldly hope?

How does the gospel change our desires?
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PRAY TOGETHER

Below are the questions for discussion in community group this week. If you can, take 
some time to think through the questions before community group each week.

Opening Question
What’s the craziest/funniest thing you hoped for as a kid? Did it happen?

Take time in prayer to confess to one another the things, other than God, that we 
tend to put our hope in. Pray for one another to seek God as our deepest desire. 

Scan for 
this week’s 
video.

deeper.mercyhillchurch.com
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